
DEBATE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TIMEKEEPERS 

 

TIMEKEEPER'S NAME:  ___________________________________________________________________  

TK’S SCHOOL COACH/DIRECTOR:  __________________________________________________________  

DATE AND TIME OF ASSIGNMENT: _________________________________________________________  

ROOM ASSIGNMENT:  ________________________________________________________  

TIMEKEEPER'S RULES: GENERAL 

1. Timekeepers should report to Headquarters at their assigned times. Although a stopwatch will be provided, be 
CERTAIN TO BRING A WATCH WITH A SECOND HAND. You will be given a set of "time cards”.  After completion 
of your timekeeping assignment please return your stopwatch and time cards to Headquarters. 

2. During the debate, timekeepers will adhere strictly to the time schedule for the various speeches and cross-
examination questioning periods. 

 a) If a contestant exceeds the time limit, DO NOT STOP THE SPEAKER but, 
  -Inform the judge of the amount of time that the speaker exceeded the limit (Stop the watch immediately at the 
           end of the performance and do not reset the watch until the judge has the necessary information.) 

3. Use the "time cards" to indicate to the contestants the time remaining. The “time cards” should be visible to the 
speaker at all times. BE CERTAIN THE TIME CARDS ARE IN PROPER ORDER BEFORE EACH DEBATE. 

4. Before each contestant begins be certain your stopwatch is cleared. 

 a) To start the watch press the button on the top right 
 b) To stop the watch you again press the button on the top right (Do not hold the button down merely press firmly.) 
 c)  To reset the watch back to zero for the next presentation, press the button on the top left “Reset”.  The watch 

should now display all zeros. 

 (NOTE: Please use the watches with care and only for the timing of events. Be certain the watch is returned. Your 
cooperation and consideration is appreciated.) 

 
TIMEKEEPER'S RULES FOR CROSS-EXAMINATION/POLICY DEBATE  

(2 people on each side) 

1. The time and order of speakers are: 

 First Affirmative Constructive Speech  ........................................................................8 minutes 
 A Negative Speaker Cross-Examines  .........................................................................3 minutes 
 First Negative Constructive Speech ............................................................................8 minutes 
 An Affirmative Speaker Cross-Examines  ....................................................................3 minutes 
 Second Affirmative Constructive Speech  ...................................................................8 minutes 
 The Other Negative Speaker Cross-Examines .............................................................3 minutes 
 Second Negative Constructive bpeech ........................................................................8 minutes 
 The Other Affirmative Speaker Cross-Examines  .........................................................3 minutes 
 
 First Negative Rebuttal Speech  .................................................................................5 minutes 
 First Affirmative Rebuttal Speech  ..............................................................................5 minutes 
 Second Negative Rebuttal Speech  ............................................................................5 minutes 
 Second Affirmative Rebuttal Speech ..........................................................................5 minutes 
 

2.  Each debate team will be allowed five minutes preparation time during the course of the debate to be   
divided as it sees fit. 

 
(OVER) 



 
 

TIMEKEEPER'S RULES: LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE 
(1 person on each side) 

 
1.  The time limits of speeches and order of speakers are: 
 
 Affirmative Constructive Speech  ...............................................................................6 minutes 
 Negative Cross-Examines  .........................................................................................3 minutes 
 Negative Constructive Speech ...................................................................................7 minutes 
 Affirmative Cross-Examines .......................................................................................3 minutes 
 
 Affirmative Rebuttal ..................................................................................................4 minutes 
 Negative Rebuttal  ....................................................................................................6 minutes 
 Affirmative Rebuttal ..................................................................................................3 minutes 

 
2.  Each debater will be allowed a total of three minutes of preparation time during the course of the debate to be divided as 
      he/she sees fit. 

 

 
 

TIMEKEEPER'S RULES: PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE 
(2 people on each side) 

 
1. The time and order of speakers are (a coin toss determines sides and the order of speaking): 
 
 First Speaker-Team A  ..............................................................................................4 minutes 
 Second Speaker-Team B ...........................................................................................4 minutes 
 Crossfire ..................................................................................................................3 minutes 
 Second Speaker-Team A ...........................................................................................4 minutes 
 Second Speaker-Team B ...........................................................................................4 minutes 
 Crossfire ..................................................................................................................3 minutes 
 Summary Speech-First Speaker-Team A.....................................................................2 minutes 
 Summary Speech-First Speaker-Team B .....................................................................2 minutes 
 Grand Crossfire ........................................................................................................3 minutes 
     Final Focus-Second Speaker-Team A .........................................................................2 minutes 
 Final Focus-Second Speaker-Team B .........................................................................2 minutes 
 
2. Each debate team will be allowed two minutes preparation time during the course of the debate to be 

divided as it sees fit. 
 
 


