
Tennis Advisory Committee Summary 
Held on Tuesday, October 31, 2017 
 

***1 – Recommend the Ad Hoc Committee evaluate and consider allowing the sport of Tennis 
to increase to 3 classes. 
  
 
2 – Recommend allowing the Tennis Coaches the opportunity to enter their line-ups even after 
they have been fined for missing the deadline. 
 
 
3 – Recommend Rotating Individual Sectional Qualifications on the rotation basis as team 
sectional qualifications  

 
 
4 – Recommend a change in the language in section 1-O-2 in the MSHSAA Tennis Manual to 

clarify Singles and Doubles line-Ups.  See new language below.   
 
 A - Singles line-ups MUST be played as follows:  

2.  Single players must play in rank order line-up.  The line-up shall always be based on 
the order of ability (rank order).  “Matching up” is prohibited.  In singles, players must 
compete in order of rank ability with the best player,  based on challenges and match 
results, being played at number one, etc.  In case of injury or sickness, all players must 
move up in the line-up, not in the rank order. 

 
B - Doubles line-ups MUST be played as follows:  

I.  Doubles line-ups will be determined by the sum total of the singles rank order value.  
Example:  If the #1 and #2 singles play together their sum total is 3 points.  If the #3 and 
#4 singles play together their sum total is 7 points.  Therefore, # 1 and #2 must play at 
the #1 doubles spot; #3 and #4 must play at the #2 doubles; etc.  
 
II. When the sum total of the teams are the same, (example #3 and #4 play together and 
#2 and #5 play together-both teams point value is 7), the team with the highest ranked 
player must play at the higher doubles position.  Therefore, #2 and #5 would play at the 
#1 doubles spot; #3 and #4 would play at the #2 doubles spot; etc. 
 

5 – Recommend adding language in section 1-L of the MSHSAA Tennis Manual to address 
Coaching.  See new language below:  
 
Coaches may ONLY coach on the court, when seated on a facility provided coach’s bench.   
ONLY OFFICIALS can stand at the net post. 

 
In addition, the committee requests that the ORR addresses the following:  Coaching your 
players must be done in a way that it does not have an impact on your opponents.  
 
6 – Recommend a change in language in section 1-O-4 of the MSHSAA Manual “appeals 
concerning unfair line-ups”.  See new language below.  

 



4.  Appeals challenging unfair line-ups:  If a coach feels that the opponent’s lineup as 
presented is unfair, he/she MUST verbally notify the opposing coach of the challenge 
prior to the start of the dual match.   If a coach does not verbally notify the opposing 
coach of their challenge of an unfair line-up prior to the start of the match, there can 
be no appeal.   In addition to the coach verbally informing the opponent of their 
challenge, any coach who wishes to submit an official written match appeal (after the 
completion of the match) must first inform the opposing coach in writing (by fax or e-
mail), with a copy sent at the same time to the MSHSAA Office.  The written appeal 
must be made within 48 hours after the match was played.  The MSHSAA office will 
require clear proof of an unfair line-up/stacking prior to taking action. 
 

7 – Recommend extending the date by which tennis coaches are required to “Freeze” their 
singles rank order.    
 
 
*8 – Recommend Tennis be allowed to have pre-season interschool scrimmages (Jamborees) 
 
 
*9 – Recommend allowing Tennis Coaches to give instruction to their players outside of the season and 
during the school year.   
 
 

 
  * Denied 

** Tabled 
*** Approved as Amended 
**** No Action 
 All Others Approved 


