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1. Role of officials inspecting duties, a general review – A well-run meet begins when each 

official competently performs each of his/her pre-meet responsibilities.  These responsibilities 

include not only those covered by the rules but include the “common sense” approach to making 

sure your event is ready to go for the competition.  Prior to the beginning of inspecting duties, the 

officials should discuss the method of clearly marking implements that pass inspection as well as 

those not passing inspection and their being removed from warmups and competition. This 

should be done in a fashion that makes it easy for the event judges to quickly determine the 

legality of the implements once at each specific event venue. The referee, field referee or head 

field judge has the responsibility to oversee all implement and apparatus inspectors. The 

weighing, measuring and inspecting all implements in throwing events are responsibilities of the 

implement inspector(s).  It is important that only legal implements are permitted for use in 

warmups and competition. This season, by rule, the starter has the responsibility to inspect all 

starting blocks to be used in the running events. Each pole to be used in the pole vault 

competition shall be inspected by the field referee or head field judge and meet the requirements 

in Rule 7-5-3. Once at each field event venue to be certain the venue is ready for competition, the 

head event judge and accompanying crew should observe the equipment, layout and marking, 

that the necessary areas are cordoned off for risk minimization and all necessary equipment for 

the conducting the event is present.  Any problems should be reported to the field referee or 

referee who in turn may need to work directly with the meet director and host administration to 

bring the venue into compliance for competition. 

2. Use of flags by officials – With the change in the rules to no longer call “mark” in the field 

events, the high school meet will run much more efficiently when the field event judges use flags 

to signal fair or foul on a trial.  The use of the flags will assist with efficient event administration 

and enhance the communication between officials, coaches and fans. The head event judge will 

be equipped with both a white and red flag.  When a trial is completed, if the competitor fouls at 

the ring or arc the judge immediately raises the red flag.  If everything is legal at the ring or arc, 

the event judge checks with the sector judge to make sure the attempt is legal or illegal.  If legal, 

the event judge raises the white flag and red if the attempt is illegal. Actions by a competitor 

cannot be a foul after the official has ruled fair except when the official makes an immediate 

correction of a mistaken action, such as raising red flag when it should have been white and 

correcting immediately. 

3. Number of competitors in sections of distance races – The rules permit the size of sections 

to be determined site by site unless state association policy would determine otherwise.  When 

determining the number of competitors to be placed in each section, it is important to consider the 

size of the field, the quality of the performances of the competitors involved and the relationship 
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to risk minimization.  A section should not be so large as to create an environment that increases 

the risk for injury due to the competitors being too crowded and not able to freely run. 

4. Forces disassociated with competitor’s actions in high jump and pole vault – When a 

competitor has legally and is clearly over the crossbar and a force not associated with the 

competitor causes the crossbar to be displaced, it shall not be considered a foul.  Examples of a 

disassociated force would include such situations as the wind blowing the crossbar off the pins or 

the pole contacting and rebounding off the plant box padding.  It is NOT considered a 

disassociated force if the vaulter, for example, releases the pole and it falls into the crossbar 

without that cause being from wind or rebound. It is the responsibility of the competitor to have a 

clean jump or vault. In the case of vaulting, the competitor must have a clean release of the pole 

so that it does not fall into the crossbar. 

5. Multiple logos on uniform bottoms are non-compliant – There continues to be emphasis 

placed on coaches and athletes selecting and wearing uniforms that are in full compliance with 

the rules.  When an item is selected as a uniform bottom, it shall not be in compliance if the 

waistband has more than one logo or reference to a specific brand.  Many of the items with 

multiple references of the manufacturer on the waistband are not actually uniforms but rather an 

undergarment or base layer.  Thus, the item is not made to be a uniform.  Coaches and athletes 

should be aware of this problem and avoid selecting non-compliant items and try to “get by” with 

wearing as a uniform. 

 


