
CORRECTIONS TO RULES BOOK:
(Underlining shows additions;
strikethrough shows deletions.)

Page 36, 4-1-7, It is recommended
required that the officials dress uni-
formly… ; Page 40, 4-3-1 NOTE: “ . .
.capable of discharging live ammuni-
tion. . .”

SITUATION 1: The visiting team’s
coach is concerned that the host
school has more restrictive warm-up
guidelines than those listed in the
NFHS Suggested Meet Warm-up
Procedures. The coach addresses the
concern with the meet director. RUL-
ING: Incorrect procedure. COM-
MENTS: It is very important that a
warm-up procedure is in place for all
meets with a significant focus on risk
minimization. However, the NFHS
Suggested Meet Warm-up Procedures
are just guidelines, and an individual
school or state association may have
other policies in place.  (NFHS
Suggested Meet Warm-up
Procedures) 

SITUATION 2: The first two competi-
tors for Team A report for their events
sporting an American flag on their
suits. The flag is no larger than 2x3
inches. The referee requests a letter of
authorization from the coach for per-
mission to wear the flag. RULING:
Incorrect procedure. COMMENT:

Only commemorative or memorial
patches must have approval from the
state association to be worn on the
suit or cap. The American flag
requires no permission as long as it
does not exceed the size require-
ments.  (3-3-2d)

SITUATION 3: The meet referee has
announced that no jewelry shall be
permitted to be worn without penalty
of disqualification from the event of
the competitor. The coach of Team A
requests the referee rescind this prohi-
bition as the NFHS rules no longer
prohibit the wearing of jewelry and
there is no state association policy
that prohibits. The referee rescinds
this statement. RULING: Correct pro-
cedure, wearing of jewelry is no
longer prohibited.  (3-3-5)

SITUATION 4: An official moves into
a new state and registers as a swim-
ming and diving official. In prepara-
tion for the season, the individual
notices the officials’ uniform consists
of khaki pants and blue shirt. The offi-
cial contacts the state association
office to confirm the officials’ uniform
is not all white. The uniform is con-
firmed as khaki and blue. RULING:
Correct procedure. COMMENT: The
default uniform is no longer white,
but those colors specified by the state
association.  (4-1-7)

SITUATION 5: At the swimming and
diving conference meet, the referee
and starter agree it would be best to
have the starter designate an individ-
ual on deck to sound the designated
device in the 500-yard freestyle. The
starter confirms the designee and
reviews that the device is sounded
when the lead swimmer has two
lengths plus 5 yards remaining in the
race. RULING: Correct procedure.
(4-3-1b)

SITUATION 6: At the state champi-
onship meet, during the coaches
meeting, the meet director confirms
there shall be a seven judge panel for
diving and the diving referee is sepa-
rate from the panel. RULING: Correct
procedure. COMMENT: The diving
referee may or may not be a part of
the judging panel.  (9-6-1)

SITUATION 7: During the 500-yard
freestyle, the meet referee notices the
lap counters provided by the host
school appear to be unprepared for
their responsibilities. At the end of the
meet, the referee discusses this matter
with the head coach of the host school
who believed any training was to
come from the referee. The referee
explains it is the responsibility of the
school coach to arrange for thorough
training of the individuals to serve as
lap counters. RULING: Correct pro-
cedure.  (Points of Emphasis) 
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