Phillips Named 2010 NFHS Outstanding Music Educator of the Year
The Missouri State High School Activities Association and the National Federation of High Schools Music Association are pleased to announce that Kathy Phillips is the 2010 recipient of the NFHS Outstanding Music Educator of the Year Award.

Phillips earned a Bachelor of Music Education from Southwest Baptist College and a Master of Science in Secondary Education from then Southwest Missouri State University known today as Missouri State University in Springfield.  Kathy began teaching at Republic High School in 1971 as a middle school general music teacher, choir and band director.  In 1979, she became choral director for grades 7-12 and in 2001 she retired from full-time teaching duties but has continued to work at Republic High School as a part-time choral director, where she currently has three choirs.

While serving as choir director at Republic High School her students and choirs received numerous superior ratings at district and state music festivals.  Her choirs have also performed three times at Carnegie Hall.  

Kathy is an active support and promoter of music education and is a member of various organizations such as the Missouri Choral Directors Association, Phil Delta Kappa, MENC, Missouri Music Educators Association, South Central Missouri Music Educators Association and South Central Missouri Choral Directors Association and served as president.  Kathy served as a MSHSAA District Festival Manager and retired last year after serving 17 years.  She is an active adjudicator for MSHSAA music festivals throughout the state and has been a MSHSAA Music Rules Interpreter since 2005.  

**********************************************************

The NFHS Music Association Outstanding Music Educator Award was first given in 1989 when seven individuals received sectional awards.  Since that time, 122 sectional and 215 state awards have been presented.  Added to those totals for 2009-2010 are six sectional awards and eleven state awards.  
