TO:

Speech, Debate and Theatre Directors

FROM:

Greg Stahl, MSHSAA Assistant Executive Director

RE:

State Tournament Information Letter
DATE:

March 2014
Congratulations to each of you on your successful season!  You and your students have worked very hard throughout the year and you should be very proud of your efforts and accomplishments.

COACHES REGISTRATION, MEETINGS and JUDGING INFORMATION:
· Coaches/directors for debate may begin registering and picking up onsite school information packets at 7:30 a.m. on Friday in Room:  Stotler 2 (Memorial Union).  
· Following registration there will be a coaches/directors meeting beginning at 8:00 a.m.
· Coaches/directors should then pick up their debate ballots and go immediately to their assigned room for judging.  Round 1 of Debate begins at 8:30 a.m.  All debate ballots are to be returned to Stotler 2 by the judge completing the ballot.  Only approved school directors shall report for juding responsibilities as a school judge.  Failure to fulfill juding responsibility in this manner will result in a $50 fine per round as found in the 2014 MSHSAA Speech/Debate/Theatre Manual.
· One-Act Play and Readers Theatre groups should go directly to their performance sites to receive their onsite school information packet.  You will be receiving a schedule letter through the mail that indicated your preliminary round OAP or RT site.  School judges are not used for RT and OAP in preliminary or final rounds.
· Coaches/directors of Individual Events may begin registering and picking up onsite school information packets at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday in the Middlebush Building Auditorium.  
· Following registration there will be a coaches/directors meeting beginning at 8:15 a.m.
· Coaches/directors shall pick up their IE ballots prior to the coaches/directors meeting so that they can report immediately to their assigned room for judging.  Round 1 of IE’s begin at 9:00 a.m.  All IE ballots are to be returned to Middlebush Auditorium by the school judge completing the ballot and given to the Ballot Manager. Only approved school directors shall report for juding responsibilities as a school judge.  Failure to fulfill juding responsibility in this manner will result in a $50 fine per round as found in the 2014 MSHSAA Speech/Debate/Theatre Manual.
· School Judges:  All coaches/directors are required to be available for one round beyond elimination for debate and are required to be available for juding the final IE round.  
· Finals Judging Assignments for all event will be released at 2:30p.m. from Middlebush Auditorium
IMPORTANT MSHSAA STATE SPEECH INFORMATION:

· The HEADQUARTERS for the MSHSAA State Speech/Debate/Theatre Championships will be located in Stotler 2 (Memorial Union) on Friday and in the Middlebush Auditorium on Saturday.  
· Qualifying entries in U.S. and International Extemporaneous Speaking shall draw one-half hour before their speaking time in Middlebush Room 12.  All contestants must be in the draw room prior to the first draw of the morning regardless of student’s specific draw time.  
· All Individual Events will be held in the Memorial Union, Middlebush Hall and Methodist Christian Life Center.
· The state qualifiying Individual Events will be conducted under the tournament format for all Individual Events.  Scheduling of the entries for each event is drawn at random and placed into one of four to five sections for each preliminary round.  2014 marks the third year for using Speech Wire Tournament Services for the random scheduling of the events at the state tournament.    
· You will be mailed a “Schedule Letter” via mail upon the completion of state tournament scheduling.  This schedule letter will be mailed on or before April 15, 2014.  Upon receipt of the schedule letter, please check your performance times carefully to make certain no conflicts exist.  If you notice a conflict please call Greg Stahl (573-875-4880) immediately so that the conflict may be resolved prior to the start of the tournament.
· The eight performers in each individual event with the lowest rankings at the completion of the two preliminary rounds will be advanced to a final round of competition.  No alternates will be selected.  A drawing to determine the performance time for the final round will be held at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday in Middlebush Auditorium by the tournament TAB committee.  
· The final drawings for U.S. and International Extemporaneous Speaking will be held in Middlebush Room 12.  
· The final round on Saturday will start at 3:00 p.m. for the Individual Events, while the finals for Cross-Examination, Lincoln Douglas, and Public Forum Debates are TBA (not earlier than 1:00 p.m.).  Attempts will be made to start PF Debate at 1:30pm due to televised broadcast.

PARKING:  
· Parking:  Friday, April 25, 2014

Parking on campus is not free of charge on Friday, April 25, 2014.  You have two options for securing parking on this day. 

1. Report to the MU Parking Services Department located in the Turner Avenue Parking Garage and purchase a one day parking permit for University Avenue Parking Garage or the Hitt Street Parking Garage.

2. Metered parking is available on campus ranging from .60cents to $1 per hour.

3. The MU Parking Service Department opens at 7:30a.m. on April 25, 2014.

4. The cost for a 1 day parking permit is $4.00

· Parking:  Saturday, April 26, 2014

There is no charge for parking on Saturday, April 26, 2014 at the

University Avenue Parking Garage or the Hitt Street Parking Garage.
· Parking & Transportation Services

Contact:  Megan Bontrager (573)882-0035

· NOTE:  DO NOT USE THE MISSOURI UNTIED METHODIST CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER PARKING LOT.  THIS PARKING LOT IS FOR SERVICE TO THEIR PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM.

· Shuttle busses travel between the Hearnes Center parking lot and the Central Campus area every half hour until 6:00 p.m.  After 6:00 p.m. there is a small van which accommodates about fifteen people that shuttles between the Memorial Union and the Hearnes Center parking lot until midnight.  There are small bus stop shelters in the parking lot where passengers are picked-up and dropped off.  
· There is no campus provided transportation on Saturday.









